SEPTEMBER 2015

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Residents and Stakeholders:

It's that time of year again — Back to school! This has been an eventful summer for the students of East
Orange, and we have worked hard to prepare them for the upcoming academic year.

In partnership with more than 40 work sites, the Mayor's Office of Employment and Training hired nearly
300 East Orange residents through the Summer Work Experience Program. Our student workers received
valuable real-world experiences and learned skills that will benefit them for a lifetime. For our younger chil-
dren, the Department of Recreation & Cultural Affairs hosted six unique camps that provided rewarding
and character-building enrichment experiences in a safe and nurturing environment.

We were also proud to sponsor the 2nd Annual Mayor Taylor's Backpack and School Supply Giveaway,
distributing 1,000 bookbags and providing free haircuts so that our children can start off the school year
right. Thank you to everyone who helped make this event a success!

Partnerships are a vital aspect of my administration's efforts to set the standard for urban excellence, and
as the school year begins, we look forward to offering more collaborative programming that will help our
young people achieve their own brand of excellence.

As hundreds of children begin their daily walk to and from school, please proceed with caution. The East
Orange Police Department has recently begun a traffic enforcement campaign, which will include various
checkpoints, to increase pedestrian safety and driver awareness. The safety and well-being of our children
is a collective responsibility we all share.

Let's work together to inspire our students! On Monday, September 14, we are asking fathers and father
figures to bring their children to school. We know that men play a defining role in the development of our
youth, and ultimately, our communities. Parental and civic engagement is a critical component of school
success and | am ready to do whatever | can to support the students and families of the City of East Orange.
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